
Scrap User's System Tutorial 
By Denise Gies 
 
     I love scrappy quilts!     The more fabrics throw in,  the better!  
 
     The information in this tutorial is based on Bonnie Hunter’s Scrap User System which you can read 
more about here:  https://quiltville.blogspot.com/2005/06/scrap-users-system.html  and here: 
https://quiltville.blogspot.com/2005/06/scrap-users-testimonials.html 
 
The basic idea is to have your scraps in a combination of sizes that play nicely together in combinations 
to create larger block components.  
 
But,  Where do we start?  
 
I try to “tame my scraps” in batches….  And I find it is even easier if I work in color groups.  This tends 
to keep them in color families that makes it easier to find what you want much easier when you are 
ready to use them.  
 
The sizes I use  the most are …  
 

Strips   1 ½” ;  2” ;  2 ½”  and  3 ½”       Anything 12” long or longer. 
Bonnie compares her strips to Sourdough Starter….  
 
If I have pieces in the above widths that are less than 12” long,  they get cut into squares and bricks.  

Squares         1 ½” ;  2” ;  2 ½”  and  3 ½”,  
 

Bricks:    A brick finishes with the length 2 x the width and are great starters for flying 
geese,  or to use as single blocks.  
 
1 ½ “ x 2 ½” ;    2”  x 3 ½” ;   2 ½” x 4 ½” ;   and 3 ½” x 6 ½;  
 
Many years ago,  I participated in several  internet fabric swaps and I still have some of the 4”,  5”  and 
6” squares from those….  But I don’t cut them that size specifically.    3” squares finish at  
2 ½” , which is a size that doesn’t really play well with others unless working them into a quilt with 5” 
charm squares. 
 
Getting Started:  
     Where do you start?   The best way is to start with your most current project,  or that pile of pieces 
that need to be dealt with at the end of your cutting table.    You know,  the bits and drabs that are 

https://quiltville.blogspot.com/2005/06/scrap-users-system.html
https://quiltville.blogspot.com/2005/06/scrap-users-testimonials.html


leftover as you cut out a quilt,  the pieces leftover from borders and binding,  and even the backing 
strips that you cut off  before binding.  Yep,  those pieces.  
 
      I start with the larger pieces  and cut the widest strips I can.  For instance, if I have a piece that is 9” 
x 21 (½ of a FQ) for instance,    I’ll cut a 3 ½” strip,  then a couple of 2 ½” strips.  I use more 2 ½” strips 
than 3 ½”, so that is my deciding factor.  The last little piece could go into the string bin.  (more on 
strings later).  
 
     If I have pieces that are more than 12” in width,  I’ll cut as many strips as possible.  
 
    But what do I do with those odd pieces left after cutting squares or rectangles that aren’t 12” long? 
Personally,  I use more squares than bricks,  so I’ll cut squares first.  
 

 
 
In the box above I have a strip 2 ½” wide by 8” long.   I can cut three squares that will be 2 ½” x 2 ½”. 
The last 1” is too small to cut another unit out of. (Now,  if you like 1” starter squares that will finish at 
½” in your project,  go for it, and cut yourself two 1” squares)   I put this in my “crumb bin” for some 
crumb sewing later.  
 
 
In the figure below,  I’m dealing with one of those odd shaped scraps,   I’m going to cut one  3 ½” 
square,  and a 2 ½” x 4 ½” brick.   The orange section is what will go into the bag I save of little pieces 
too small to be a string or crumb.  (under ¾” in width)    These skinny bits will eventually go into a pet 
bed that I will donate.  

  



 
Enough about cutting… How do I store these?  
 
     Over the years,  my storage system has morphed and changed.  
 
 I originally started with the inexpensive plastic shoe boxes with lids.   I found that when I stacked them 
on the shelf, that it was difficult to open the box to put something into it without messing with all the 
boxes on top of it.   So I  tried the little drawer sets that are for sorting nuts and bolts….  
 

 

This works for the smallest sizes,  but 
not so much for larger sizes.  
 
1 ½” squares,  
1 ½ x 2 ½” bricks,  
 
Up to 2 ½” sizes….   The 3 ½” items 
don’t lay down.  

 

 

Then I found these at the dollar store!  For a dollar each!  
 
 
They will hold up to a 5” square  
 

 
 



My strips go into the drawers that come in sets….  I sort them by basic colors in gallon zip lock bags 
and by size  1 ½”,  2”,  2 ½”  etc.    If I’m working on a project that needs 2” strips,  I simply grab that 
size and color of ziplock out of the drawer.  
 
  Please Note:   I did not purchase all these units at once….  I waited until storage sales or even 
bought some at swap meets and garage sales.  
 

  

 
 
The rest of the drawers have pieces sorted by color that are smaller than a half yard & FQ.  I usually 
don’t tame pieces down until they are about half of a FQ in size.  
 
I might also note that I like being able to see through the translucent drawers.  Out of sight out of mind, 
is one of my mantras….  It’s why I try not to use large solid totes.  
 
  Some other storage options might include: 

● the foldable bins made of fabric…   the ones that go into the cube storage units. 
● 12 x 12 project boxes available at Costco, or craft stores.. But again you have to move the 

whole stack to get at the box near the bottom.  
● Totes small enough to fit on a shelf, that can be easily pulled out to be used. 
●  Dollar store bins  
● A second hand chest of drawer. 
● Ikea has loads of organizers that might fit your style and budget.  

 
 
 
 



Using the pieces from your SCRAP USER’S SYSTEM…  
  
     When I start a  new project,  I start at my bins and strips FIRST!   If my pattern calls for 2” green 
strips  that will get cut into 2” squares,  I start with the Green 2” squares.   Then I look in the Green 2” 
strips.   I then look in the drawers with Green pieces smaller than ½ yard,  and finally if needed I’ll go to 
the stack of Greens on my shelf that are larger yardage pieces.  
 
Lately,  I looked at the bins to see what size was really accumulating but not getting used,  and looked 
for a pattern that would use that size.  (Bonnie Hunter actually has a sheet that says which of her 
patterns use specific sizes.)  https://quiltville.com/pdf/FreePatternsbyStripSize.pdf  
 
It has amazed me at how often I am able to get a huge chunk of my pieces out of what has already 
been cut.  
 
Expanding your selection 
   Ok,  you are starting with your recently cut project left overs.   So what do you do when you are 
starting a new project and you want a nice selection and variety of fabrics?  Try these hints:  
 
Choose your color palette.   Think of color families,  rather than matchy, matchy tones.  Three  greens 
may not play nicely with each other… so add 3 more different greens….  It’s amazing!  
 
Then, using your larger stash pieces in that color palette,  cut a few strips in the sizes you need for the 
current project,  and then maybe one more strip set in each size to add to your strip bins.  If you have 
the yardage out,  cutting a few more strips off of it to use at a later date is easier than pulling that same 
print off the shelf in a few weeks for your next project.  
 
After doing this with each new project you start,  your bins will begin to round out in selection.  
 
Another thought is to cut a full 42” strip,  cut in half for 21” lengths.   Set one in the pile to use for your 
new project and set the other aside for your bins.  
 
 
Go Ahead,   Get your Scraps  set up to really use them!  
 
     I try to do my scraps a little bit every week or so.   I’ll set aside a timer for 15 or 20 minutes… and as 
I mentioned earlier I’ll work by color families.   I’ll grab any pieces that are blue and do them…. And get 
them put away…. And maybe next time I’ll do the pink scraps.   We can all do something for just 15 
minutes at a  time.    Before you know it,  you’ll have it all done!  
 

https://quiltville.com/pdf/FreePatternsbyStripSize.pdf

