
THE HISTORY OF COMFORTING QUILTS 

Jim Niles (left) was the man who started it all.  He had been 

quilting since 1945.  In the 1950s he worked at a store that was 

throwing away a lot of fabric samples.  Frugal man that he was, 

he began to bring the samples home so he could use them to 

make charity quilts.  In 1986 he brought his project to 

Northwest Quilters Guild, of which he was a member, so that 

others might help in making charity quilts.  Originally the group 

was called the RED LION PROJECT, named for a quilt that Jim 

had designed with a big red lion the center.  All of the fabric 

used for the quilts was donated.  It also enabled Northwest 

Quilters Guild to maintain a non-profit status. 

The first quilts were donated to children who were 

handicapped, developmentally delayed, disabled or 

abused.  Eventually they partnered with the Clackamas 

County Sheriff’s Office, who used the quilts for 

comforting children who were victims of crime, 

accidents or abuse.  In 1999, it was decided by the guild 

that the name should be changed.  This was not only to 

find a name that was more descriptive of the group’s 

goals, but to avoid perception by the public that it was 

somehow sponsored by Red Lion Inns.  Thus, 

COMFORTING QUILTS became the new name. 

Here we are in 2022 and Comforting Quilts is 

thriving, thanks to the generous donation of time 

and materials by guild members (and occasionally 

non-members).  We currently supply quilts to 19 

different agencies, which serve such demographics 

as low income/high risk children, families of 

transplant organ donors, homeless families, nursing 

home ministries and the Toy and Joy program 

headed by Portland Fire and Rescue.  During the first 

pandemic year (fiscal year 2020-2021), almost 4000 

quilts were donated.  A BIG thank you to all who 

have supported Comforting Quilts!! 


