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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT               
December is once again just around 
the corner as I write. I wonder how 
that happens; it always seems to 
sneak up on us “just like that”. The 
holiday season is definitely going to 
look and feel different for most of us 
this year: smaller celebrations, family 
Zoom get-togethers, cyber shopping 
and the cancelling of travel plans all 
in an effort to keep everyone around 
us healthy.
  
If staying at home during a pandemic 
has had any positive outcomes, one 
of them has been the tremendous 
amount of stitching and quilting that 
has taken place. The closet space at 
Comforting Quilts is bursting at the 
seams with quilts made and ready 
to distribute. The Toy & Joy doll quilt 
counts are amazing and all thanks to 
YOU!
 
Our first Stashbuster Saturday Sew 
Along took place on November 
14.  A small but enthusiastic group 
of members checked in and sewed 
while chatting and sharing tips 
and projects with each other. Many 
worked on more doll quilts, but oth-
ers worked on UFOs or gifts for the 

holidays.  We will be doing this on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month as 
long as there is interest to do so. Put 
December 12th on your calendar and 
join us.  The link is on the website in 
the Members Only Section. 
 
Folks are working on their Medal-
lion for the “Make it Up as You Go” - A 
2020 Stitch-a-Long. Our next round 
of instructions will be in the Janu-
ary Patchword. That gives you time 
through the holidays to work and 
catch up if you haven’t joined us yet. 

COVID-19 does not seem to be going 
away any time soon. The Executive 
Board has decided to continue with 
virtual meetings until further notice.  
As soon as we can safely gather with 
100 members at the church, we will 
make it happen.  
 
I am hoping to see everyone on 
December 14th at 7pm! (We will be 
able to log in at 6:30 for a social time 
while folks get logged in and settled.) 

While we cannot meet in person, we 
CAN meet in spirit and friendship 
via the miracle of technology. This is 

the “new normal” for many groups, 
businesses and churches, so hope-
fully you will be able to join us for 
some of the fun and excitement. To 
avoid audio feedback for all viewers, 
we ask that you keep your micro-
phone muted, unless you are giving 
a report or sharing on Show and Tell.  
Questions can be asked by using the 
“chat” feature, and members of the 
board will field your questions to the 
person who will know the answer. 
   
Mary Fitzgibbons is putting together 
some wonderful slide shows of 
“Show and Tell’”.  Send her a picture 
or two of what you’ve been working 
on, and she will add you to the slide 
deck. Then, when your quilt comes 
up for us to see, you can tell us about 
it!  

Stay healthy and stitch on!

Denise 
“When life gives you scraps… Make a 
quilt”
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My artwork is firmly grounded 
in the craft of quiltmaking. It has 
taken me many years to acquire 
the cutting, piecing, and quilt-
ing skills I now use daily. Vintage 
and contemporary commercial 
solid and print cotton fabrics as 

well as hand dyed cotton fabrics 
I have created are the materials I 
use in my work. These textiles are 
cut primarily without rulers and 
stitched into a two dimensional 
surface. Once I create this pieced 
canvas, I spend hours on my long 

arm quilting machine stitching 
the top to cotton or wool batting 
and a fabric backing. The final 
step is to bind or face each indi-
vidual piece. Fine Maria at: https://
mariashell.com
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PORTLAND
6701 SE Foster Rd
503-775-7283
Mon-Sat 10-5

OREGON CITY
1900 McLoughlin Blvd, Ste 80
503-655-4414
Temporarily Closed

Machine Feet & Accessories
Limited to stock on hand. Not valid for Special orders. Expires 12/15/20

25% OFF
Models include, Handi Quilter, Brother, Janome, Baby Lock, Bernina, etc.

All Thread & Thread Sets

Limited to stock on hand. Not valid for Special orders. Expires 12/15/20

35% OFF
Includes, Isacord, Floriani, Mettler, Maderia, Pacesetter, etc.

Stabilizer

Limited to stock on hand. Not valid for Special orders. Expires 12/15/20

30% OFF
OESD, RNK/Floriani, Pellon, etc.

All Machine Bobbins
Limited to stock on hand. Not valid for Special orders. Expires 12/15/20

50% OFF
Includes, Longarm, Domestic, Pre-Wound, etc.

Full Service on Any Machine
Limited to stock on hand. Not valid for Special orders. Expires 12/15/20

25$ OFF
Includes, Longarm, Handi Quilter, Brother, Janome, Baby Lock, Bernina, etc.

Special Holiday Coupons



PATCHWORD  - December 2020  3

Due to the COVID-19 situation and 
the governor’s pause on activities, 
Comforting Quilts has suspended 
activity through the end of the 
year with one exception – curb-
side drop off only on December 
1st from 10:30 till 11:00am.  This 
will be the last time to hand in Toy 
& Joy doll and infant quilts.  It will 
be very helpful if the doll quilts 
are bundled in groups of ten. We 
will not be providing quilting sup-
plies for pick up at that time.  The 
next curb side drop off only will 
be held on January 5.  However, 
our plans may need to change as 
the COVID-19 situation evolves.  
Please check the NWQ website for 
changes/updates.

  
We have distributed a large num-
ber of quilts to our recipients, so 
their needs have been met.  Sev-
enteen youth throws were recent-
ly donated to Habitat for Human-
ity Eastside for children moving 
into their latest project. We also 
donated 19 adult throws for a 
project that will be opening in the 
future, where the home buyers are 
adults only.  

Recipient highlight: The Pacific 
Northwest Transplant Bank is a 
federally designated non-profit 
organ procurement organization, 
serving Oregon, southern Wash-
ington and western Idaho.  They 

work with the primary caregivers 
in hospitals to achieve the goal of 
saving lives in the face of a tragic 
situation, continue the care of a 
patient beyond the point of sav-
ing their life, and work with the 
family throughout the hospital-
ization and after as each family 
copes with life after loss. 
 
Thank you notes have been re-
ceived from the Pacific Northwest 
Transplant Bank for nine lap quilts 
that were given to families in ap-
preciation of the 24 organs their 
loved ones donated. 

COMFORTING QUILTS     

We support many members of our community with our charities

NEWSFLASH! Due to the worsening COVID situa-
tion and in response to the Governor’s statewide freeze 
on activity, Comforting Quilts has cancelled their usual 
activities through the end of the year with one exception 
– we will have curbside drop off on December 1st 10:30 to 
11:00am, which will be the last opportunity to hand in doll 
and infant quilts for the Toy & Joy holiday toy program.  
Please bundle doll quilts in groups of ten. We will not be 
providing pick up of quilting supplies at that time.  If we 
should have to cancel that event, it will be posted on the 
web site.
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NORTHWEST QUILTERS PASSWORD - For “Members Only” Webpage     
There is a “Members Only” area on 
the NWQ website for current NWQ 
members. It contains an archive of 
the ePatchwords, BOM archive, Mem-
ber roster, forms and more. Go to the 
homepage, 
http://www.northwestquilters.org/

Click on the link ”Members Only” on 
the bottom of the main menu. 
On the “Members Only” page, click on 
the “Log In” link and, in the prompt 
box, enter this Password:  CV19NWQ

The password is case-sensitive; enter 

it exactly as written. New password 
effective September 1st.

If you have any problems logging in, 
email the webmaster, Jane Ratcliff 
jratclif2002@yahoo.com

STASHBUSTER SATURDAY ON DECEMBER 12     
Would you like the chance to 
stitch with friendly faces? This 
informal sew-a-long might be just 
what you need!  We will be doing 
this on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month as long as there is interest 
to do so. Put December 12th on 

your calendar and join us. The link 
is on the website in the Members 
Only Section.  
  
This is a casual day with no sched-
ule to follow.  We will be ‘open’ 
from 9:00am until 4:00pm. Log in 

for an hour or for the entire time 
Log in for an hour, or for the entire 
time.  We  have the opportunity to 
share projects and tips with each 
other  while working on your own 
projects of choice.  Finish those 
UFOs or start something new.    

NWQ Board   President: Denise Gies
scraphappydenise@gmail.com

Vice President: TBA

Secretary: Linda Becker
lindab.pdxq@gmail.com
Treasurer: Tracey Dunlap
email4tracey@gmail.com

Patchword Editor: Myra Turley
patchword4nwq@gmail.com

Our 2021 Raffle quilt is finished, 
and tickets are available!  Contact 
Carrie Perkins and she will make 
sure you get the number of tickets 
you want. Drawing is on April 12, 
2021.

Forms are now available on the 
website to pay online.  Carrie will 
then put your name on the cor-
rect amount of tickets and send 
you a picture of them as your 
receipt.
   
If you want a large amount of 
tickets, simply send her a check, 
along with some of your pre-
printed address labels to help her 
out with the handwriting part.

Carrie Perkins
carriewper@aol.com

“Storm at Sea”
Size is 89” x 89”
Beautiful Batiks in blues,
turquoise and teals. 
Custom Quilted by:
Jane Ratcliff 
Construction Technique by:
Irena Swanson
Stitched by members of NWQ 
Tickets are 
$5 each or 3 for $10

RAFFLE QUILT NEWS       

“Storm at Sea”
2021 Raffle Quilt

http://www.northwestquilters.org/
http://www.northwestquilters.org/
http://jratclif2002@yahoo.com
http://scraphappydenise@gmail.com
http://lindab.pdxq@gmail.com
mailto:patchword4nwq%40gmail.com?subject=
http://carriewper@aol.com


Sew much better. 1-800-854-1430 www.montavillasewing.com

503-254-7317
8326 SE Stark
Portland, 97216

Portland Lake OswegoBeaverton Gresham
503-635-1353
429 1st Street
L.O., 97034

503-619-6619
4955 SW Western
Beaverton, 97005

503-661-2102
971 NE Kelly
Gresham, 97030

Event Center
Not a retail location.
9701 SE McLoughlin
Portland 97222

We’re Open!
We’re wearing masks, using hand sanitizer,

and keeping a safe distance from each other.

All we ask is that you do the same.

Montavilla Take-Out!
If you’d rather not shop inside our stores, feel free to call an order

in, or email it to info@montavillasewing.com, and specify which

location you’d like to pick it up from. We can take payment over

the phone & go over curbside pickup, delivery, or shipping options.

Free Shipping on Orders Over $100!
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The virtual meeting was called to 
order at 11:50 am by Denise Gies, 
President.

Board Member Reports:
• Programs and Speakers, Liz 
Hinze – discussed the difficulty 
of booking speakers for next year 
due to the uncertainty surround-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Current plans are to remain virtual 
through our June 2021 meeting.

• Community Outreach, Maureen 
Orr Eldred – reported that they 
are following COVID-19 protocols, 
and that two awards ceremonies 
are scheduled for this week, con-
ditions permitting.

• New Member Program – Denise 
Gies - reported on behalf of Joyce 
Swift that there are eleven new 
members currently in the pro-

gram. The monthly new member 
gatherings will be held (virtually) 
from 1:00 to 2:00 pm on the third 
Saturday of each month. The link 
is on the Members Only page of 
the website.

New Business:
• It’s time to start thinking about 
nominating members to serve as 
officers for next year.

• A new virtual offering, Stash 
Buster Saturday, will start this 
Saturday, November 14. This is an 
opportunity to log in via the link 
on the Members Only page of the 
website between 9:00 am and 
4:00 pm to stitch and chat with 
other NWQ members.

• Microsoft Teams will be used 
for upcoming Stitch and Chat, 
New Member Gatherings, and 

the Stash Buster Saturday virtual 
meetings, in an effort to find the 
best platform for meetings involv-
ing more interaction between 
participants. General meetings 
will stay on the Google Meets 
platform.

The next board meeting will be 
January 11, 2021.

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 
pm.

Present: Linda Becker, Carol 
Brown, Bob Eldred, Denise Gies, 
Sue Hatt, Liz Hinze, Barbara Ma-
son, Maureen Orr Eldred, Kathleen 
Schmidt, Shauna Sonoda, Myra 
Turley.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Becker, Secretary

VIRTUAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES - November 9th, 2020     

New Member
Welcome to: 
Louise Baldel
4012 Pin Oak Court
Murrysville PA 15668
(724) 387-1333
bald246@windstream.net

Kate Watts
38151 NW Reeder Road
Portland OR 97231
(503) 505-0428
kategwatts@gmail.com

Welcome back to:
Mary Ann Schwab
605 SE 38th Ave
Portland OR 97214-3203
(503) 236-3522, (503) 888-0938
e33aschwab@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERSHIPS      

SHARON RUB  1
BRENDA YOUNGSON 3
CAROL BROWN 4
DIXIE KROLL  4
JANICE GILLIES 7
EMILY SMITH  9
VALERIE DAVIDSON 10
POLLY SPRAGUE 11
JUDITH BERG  13
RITA HILL  14

JOAN SPENCER 16
LEANN THORESEN 18
SHARON ANDREWS 20
RICK SPRAGUE 20
VEVA ENGHOUSE 23
ELOISE WIEBE  25
AMY MILLER  27
ROBERT ELDRED 30
GAIL PLANCK  30
DEBBIE PHILLIPS 31

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS      

http://bald246@windstream.net
http://kategwatts@gmail.com
http://e33aschwab@gmail.com
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Everything about 2020 is different 
since March:
Grocery shopping, getting togeth-
er with family and friends
and even buying fabric, now on-
line or curbside pickup.

Well, the 2021 Challenge Quilt 
Project is different too!

The size is much smaller (9“x12”) 
which will allow for 
mailing in a 10”x 14” envelope if 
need be.

Using a piece of vintage fabric 
in each quilt poses its own chal-
lenge.  Some of the pieces of the 
retro fabric provided with each 
entry form are from clothing. Dur-

ing WWII frugal housewives used 
scraps from clothing projects or 
from worn out clothing for sewing 
projects or quilts. 

Challenge yourself to go even fur-
ther by limiting yourself by using 
only fabric in your stash. You will 
be surprised by what you find in 
your stash and how you can Make 
It Do!

Turn in your finished quilt before 
9pm March 15, 2021.

To request a Challenge Quilt Entry 
please email or call: 
Melody Burchyski, 
sewingmelody@gmail.com
503-635-0837

Questions?: Email or call.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE CHALLENGE QUILT      

Mark your calendars now for the 
upcoming NWQ New Member 
Gatherings:   
Saturday, December 19th 2020; 
1:00 – 2:00 pm (holiday party)

Saturday, January 16th 2021; 
1:00 – 2:00 pm

Saturday, February 20th 2021; 
1:00 – 2:00 pm

Update:  these events are now 
being regularly held on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month, 1:00-
2:00 pm (instead of alternating 
between weekend and weekday 
dates as we’ve done in the past).  

Hopefully, having a consistent 
schedule will make it easier for 
members to plan their calendars 
in advance.  You’ll find a link to 
join the meetings on our website, 
either on the home page and/or 
on the Members Only page.  In 
addition, new members will be 
sent an email with the meeting 
link prior to each date. 

The target participants are mem-
bers who’ve joined NWQ within 
the past 12 months; however, 
established members are also en-
couraged to attend as a means of 
supporting and getting to know 
the diversity of our newest mem-

bers. The focus is on socializa-
tion, friendship, and information 
about NWQ. It’s an easy way for all 
members to get to know & sup-
port each other, learn about what 
our guild has to offer, ask/answer 
quilting questions, show off one 
of your projects, and become 
more integrated in guild activities. 
Who knows, perhaps you will be 
the lucky door prize winner. 

Congratulations to Traci Kien-
berger for winning the November 
door prize! 

Joyce Swift, NWQ New Member 
Program Coordinator

NEW MEMBER GATHERINGS CONTINUE ONLINE-Now 3rd Saturdays      

http://sewingmelody@gmail.com
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VIRTUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES - November 9th, 2020     
The virtual meeting was called 
to order at 9:30 am by President 
Denise Gies. Fifty-five members 
logged into the meeting.

Program: Our speaker was Hol-
lyAnne Knight, an Aurifil Artisan, 
who gave a comprehensive 
presentation on Aurifil thread, in-
cluding information on the char-
acteristics and applications of the 
different weights and plies, ten-
sion setting tips, balancing bob-
bin and top threads, and needle 
recommendations.

Virtual door prizes:  Winners for 
this month are Roz Sutherland, 
Jane Ratcliff, and Amy Bouchard.

Committee reports:

• Comforting Quilts, Carol Brown 
– due to increasing COVID-19 in-
fections, there will be no curbside 
service until December 1. That day 
will be the last drop-off date for 
this year’s Toy & Joy program. If 
you have ten or more doll quilts, 
please put them into bundles of 
ten. In October 600 quilts were 
donated, including to Toy and 
Joy. A total of 1739 quilts have 
been donated since July 1, when 
the current fiscal year began. 
Although we’ve reached our goal 
of 1200 doll quilts for Toy and 
Joy, the need is anticipated to be 
much greater this year, so please 
continue making them.

• New Member Program, Joyce 
Swift – monthly new member 
gatherings will continue from 1 
to 2 pm on the third Saturday of 
each month; the link can be found 
on the Members Only page of the 
guild’s website. The next meeting 
is Saturday, November 21.

• Community Outreach, Maureen 
Orr Eldred – during October four-
teen Quilts of Valor were awarded, 
twelve in eastern Oregon and 
two in the metro area. Maureen 
thanked members for continuing 
to stitch QOV quilts at home dur-
ing the Covid pandemic.

• 2021 Challenge Quilt – all the 
information you need is in the 
November Patchword. Please 
contact Melody for a swatch of 
the required vintage fabric to get 
started on your quilt. The deadline 
for finished quilts is March 12, 
2021 before 9:00pm. The theme is 
“Use it Up - Wear it Out - Make it 
Do - or Do Without!”

• Retreats, Barbara Mason – 40 
people registered for the vir-
tual retreat; 39 logged in at some 
point during the weekend, with 
many positive responses. Barbara 
is hoping to have the March re-
treat at Tilikum, but it will depend 
on COVID-19 conditions at that 
time.

• Raffle quilt tickets, Carrie 
Perkins –  57 tickets have been 
purchased so far. The deadline for 
purchasing is April 12, 2021.

Announcements:

• Denise Gies requested that small 
groups talk about potential ideas 
for the 2022 raffle quilt.

• As virtual meetings continue 
to be the way in which we stay 
connected, we’re looking for 
the platform which best fits the 
guild’s needs. General meetings 
will stay on the Google Meets 
platform, but we will be trying out 
Microsoft Teams for meetings that 
feature more interaction among 

participants, including the Stash 
Buster Saturday, on November 14, 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

• Please start thinking about 
nominations for officers for the 
next fiscal year, beginning July 1, 
2021.

• Columbia Gorge Quilters Guild 
has opened up registration for 
Karla Alexander’s “Circle Play” 
workshop. It will be held via Zoom 
on Saturday, November 21, from 
1 to 4. The fee is $25; you can 
register on the Columbia Gorge 
Quilters website.

Block of the month: Mary Nelson 
won the November “Fall Flower” 
blocks. The pattern for the De-
cember block, “Star Flower”, can 
be found in the Patchword.

Show-and-tell: 29 doll quilts and 
10 other quilts were shown.

The next general meeting will be 
Monday, December 14, at 7:00 
pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 
11:40 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Becker, Secretary
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Let’s have a Virtual Workshop!  
 
      Krista Moser of  “The Quilted Life”  will be teaching her technique and pattern for  Vintage 
Windmill.  Use the Creative Grids 60 degree Diamond Mini Ruler to cut diamonds and triangles from 
strip sets, then arrange your colors to create a one of a kind quilt with no Y seams! If you have been 
wanting to break out of the same old quilting routine and try something different, this pattern is just 
the thing.  
 

 
 

When:   Tuesday,  February 9  2021   
9:30 am  -  3:30 pm  

 
Cost:   Only $30  for a six  hour workshop  

(Pattern and Ruler are extra)  
 

Stitch in the safety of your own sewing room  
 

Register online on our website….  Or fill out the following form and send to  
Liz Hinze  at  18125 Stonewood Drive  Gladstone OR  97027-1185 

 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Email __________________________________________________________ 
 
Best Phone Number ______________________________________________ 
 

                      Ck #   _____________   Amt.  Paid ___________   Krista Moser Workshop 2/9/2021 
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Follow the link on the Members 
Only Page of the Website, to visit 
with others and share projects 

with each other.  We have had an 
average  of 10 – 12 folks the last 
few weeks. It’s fun to see what 

others are working on.   

THURSDAY “STITCH N CHAT” SESSIONS - 6:30pm every week      

While it may seem that since we 
are not meeting in person, that 
it’s not imperitive to have a full 
executive board. However,  that 
is not the case. We are still hold-
ing virtual board meetings on a 
regular basis to keep the activities 
we are able to do moving along 
and functioning.  

We may not meet again until our 
next President is installed, so it is 
never too soon to start thinking 
about what our guild will look like 
when that time comes.     

There are still blanks to fill in for 
this year, and planning to take 
place for next year to be 

successful. This includes arranging 
for workshops, speakers, the quilt 
show and a raffle quilt. 

Board Positions: We need these 
filled to function 
• Vice President / President Elect 
for our 2021-2022 fiscal year
 

Immediate Committee Needs: 
• Program and Workshop Coordi-
nator
• Retreat Co-chair 
• 2022 Raffle Quilt Design and 
Construction 

Contact Denise Gies if you would 
like to help out in some way, It’s 
a great way to get to know other 
members while learning more 
about our guild at the same time.  

When we are finally able to meet 
and get together in person again,  
we will have some other posi-
tions that will need attention and 
volunteers  

YOUR GUILD NEEDS YOU!     

503-765-5910, NORTHWEST QUILTERS NEW PHONE NUMBER     

This is a “Google Voice” number 
which is part of Google Suite 
which we use for Google Meet 
and several other applications 
behind the scenes. 
 
Using this new number instead 
of the previous Century Link line 

will save the guild approximately 
$500.00 a year. This is a substantial 
savings, considering that we gen-
erally get fewer than 5 messages 
per month. 

A special thank you goes to Betsy 
Holzgraf, who has been checking 

the messages on the old number 
for several years now. Jane Ratcliff 
will be taking over this task as part 
of her Website/Social Media role.  
Thanks to both of them for help-
ing out the guild. 
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MAKE IT UP AS YOU GO - First Pieced Round     

“Make it Up as You Go – A 2020 Stitch-A-Long” _First Pieced Round   
Northwest Quilters,Inc                                                                                                                                      Page  1 
 

“Make it Up as You Go” - A 2020 Stitch-a-Long  - First Pieced Round   

 

     So you have completed your Center Medallion!  Congratulations!   What’s next?    

Our first Resting Border:  

     Before we start choosing our pieced blocks  we are going to add the first resting border to 
our medallion.   “Resting Borders”  or “Coping Borders” serve several purposes: 

• They give the eyes a small place to rest between two busy rows.   
• They also allow for fewer seams to meet at one place, giving us a lot less bulk 

when quilting.  
• They allow for making corrections to our piecing errors or seam allowance 

differences.  For instance, you cannot start out with a measurement of 17” if you 
want to use 3” blocks. The math doesn’t work.   

     Let’s start with measuring again to make sure that your medallion currently measures  16 ½” 
square.  If you are spot on, congratulations!   If you are off a bit, don’t panic… I have a formula 
for you that will bring you back to where we need to be before adding the pieced border.  

You choose which of your fabrics you want to use… your background?  One of your colors? 
Remember this is your quilt and you are making it up as you go!  

Current Size  Cut your border strips  
If your medallion is 16 ½” square  Cut your strips 2 ½” wide -  2 @ 16 ½”   &  2 @ 20 ½” long 
If your medallion is 17” square  Cut your strips 2  ¼” wide -  2 @ 17”    &   2 @  20 ½” long 
If your medallion is 16” square Cut your strips 2 ¾” wide  -  2  @ 16”   &   2 @ 20 ½” long  
  
Is your medallion is in between 
these measurements?….   
16  ¼”   of  16 ¾”   ?      Try this… 

You can over cut your borders just a tadd,   and then once 
they are applied,  trim them just a smidge to bring you to the 
needed  20 ½”  square.  Just make sure they are trimmed 
equally so that they are all the same going around. 

 
After stitching on the resting border,  your quilt will measure 20 ½” square  

November 2020 

January 2021 

September 2020 
202292==2 

March 2021 

May 2021 
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Choosing the First Pieced Round: 

     Each month, we will give you instructions for choosing between two different pieced borders 
to add to your medallion.    You can choose either one, or you can go rogue and pick something 
different.  (Choosing to go rogue means you are on your own for block instructions,  but if you 
stay with the same size blocks you should be good to go!)   

     Round 1 Choices:    4” finished blocks    Unfinished = 4 ½”    

                                     You will need a total of  24  blocks for this round  

A simple Four Patch: 
 

Or  Some Pinwheels 
 

 

  
 

These instructions are very simple, with no pictures.   They are basic quilt blocks, and if you 
want to find detailed stitching instructions,  look in one of your basic quilt books or check out 
Google & YouTube.   

For the Four Patch:  

     Cut 2 ½” strips of each color   

     Strip piece using a ¼” seam,  press towards the darker color 

     Lay two strip segments faces together with dark strip at the bottom edge of the first layer and 
with darker strip on the top edge of the top layer.  Make sure your seams are running straight 
and that they “lock” together in the center.  

     Cut into 2 ½” segments  

     Stitch with ¼” seam.   If you fed with the dark first while stitching, you should be able to spin 
the center seams when you press.   

     Measure and trim if necessary to be 4 ½” unfinished  

MAKE IT UP AS YOU GO - First Pieced Round, continued     
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MAKE IT UP AS YOU GO - First Pieced Round, continued     

“Make it Up as You Go – A 2020 Stitch-A-Long” _First Pieced Round   
Northwest Quilters,Inc                                                                                                                                      Page  1 
 

For the Pinwheels:  

     You will need to start with 3” strips of each color 

     Cut into forty-eight  3” squares of each fabric .  Mark a line diagonally through the center  of 
your light fabrics  in one direction.  

     Match a light and dark square, and stitch 1/4” on each side of the marked line.  

     Cut on the line, and press towards the darker triangles.    Trim to 2 ½” square.  

     Arrange into the pinwheel.   Remember to keep them all spinning in the same direction if that 
is important to you.  

    Stitch together like a four patch…. Spin seams if desired when you do the final pressing.   

    Measure to make sure your blocks are 4 ½” unfinished. 

Note:  This is just one way to make Half Square Triangles.   If you have another preferred 
method,  just use those instructions to yield  98 2 ½” Half square Triangles.   
 

Attaching your blocks to your Medallion: 

    Stitch into 2 rows of 7 blocks   &  2 rows of 5 blocks  

    Attach to your medallion using a ¼” seam.  Press towards the resting border you added 
earlier to reduce bulky seams. 

Your project will now measure 28 ½” square.   

I like to do a stay stitch 1/8” from the outside edge… this helps to keep my seams going the way 
I want them to,  and keeps the seams from popping while we wait for the next steps.  

PS.  If your measurements are a bit off,  Don’t panic!  Don’t cut off any pinweel tips!  We will be 
able to make that adjustment on your next resting border.  

 TaDa!   Take a picture to send to Mary Fitzgibbons for Show & Tell !     

Questions:   Joy Rupplinger  - 503 901-1711  

                      Denise Gies -  503 407-0856 

        

 

“Make it Up as You Go” - A 2020 STITCH-A-LONG     

Medallion Quilt Part 2

I’m so excited about this fun 
project. If you are late in getting 
the message or just haven’t had 
the time to work on you center 
piece for the Medallion Quilt, it’s 
not too late. Just check out the 

instructions from Denise Gies in 
last month’s newsletter. The idea 
is to have the quilts made by next 
year’s Quilt Show. 
If you have finished your center 
medallion and the resting border 
you can send a picture of it to 
Mary Fitzgibbons so she can post 

them for all to see during show 
and tell at our next virtual NWQ 
meeting.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing everyone’s creations. 

Joy M Ruplinger
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VIRTUAL DOOR PRIZES      

The prizes are:
(1) Twenty-one fat quarters of Kaufman Kona Cotton Solids
(2) Three fun holiday-themed zipper pouches each with a charm pack. 
(3) A Fiskars rotating cutting mat, 8 inches square.
(4) A layer cake (10 inch squares) of Lunn Studios Artisan Batiks.
(5) Nine fat quarters from Mr. Domestic’s crochet fabric line.
(6) Four acrylic hexagon templates plus two packages of hexagon papers (50 1.5 inch and 100 1.0 
inch).

We randomly select three winners from our roster and each winner is contacted by phone to choose 
their prize. Each winner will receive their prize by mail.

For December, the three winners are
1)  Susan Avery
2)  Sharon Skates
3)  Mary Lindstrom
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH - December Star Flower     

 Quilters abbreviations: 
RST = Right Sides Together
HST = Half Square Triangle

Due date: Sunday December 13.
Email photo(s) of completed blocks to me by due date.
 
Fabric Choices: 
Flower – Two colors/fabrics in red, burgundy, pink colors 
Background – light green

Flower:
Color 1:
A – 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles)
B – 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles)

Color 2: 
C – 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles)
D – 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles) 

Background:
E– 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles)
  F – 4” x 4” Cut 2 (will yield 4 triangles)
 G – 3 ½” x 3 ½” Cut 4  
 

Assemble: 
 Make ½ triangle squares:  Place one A square and one E square 
right sides together. Draw diagonal line. Sew scant ¼” seam on either 
side of diagonal line. See diagram. Cut along diagonal line. Open and 
press, then trim to 3 ½” square.
 Repeat with remaining B squares and D squares together, then 
C and F. 
Sew remaining pieces together following block diagram.

Finished size: 12 ½” x 12 ½” to make 12” quilt block.

Notes from Paula:
October BOM winner was Mary Taylor, a brand new member. Congrats!
I  would happily take any ideas for a flower-like block so feel free to 
send any pictures or ideas you may run across. I am a new quilter, so 
don’t know all the good resources yet. Also, you can be assured that if I 
can make any block I post, you can do it too! 

Questions? Email paulaconnell@hotmail.com or call/text 651-295-7834

A flower in homage to the holiday season!

http://paulaconnell@hotmail.com
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH - January, Wintery Flower    

Questions? Email Paula Connell at: paulaconnell@hotmail.com or call/text 651-295-7834

 Quilters abbreviations: 
RST = Right Sides Together
HST = Half Square Triangle

21

2

21

Flip and Turn
Method

1

Sort of a snowflake, wintery colored flower. 
Due date: Sunday January 10.
Email photo(s) of completed blocks to me by due date.

 
Fabric Choices: Flower – Blues or purples 
Center of flower – Coordinating color 
Background – choose light gray or white

Center: 
A – 3 ½” x 3 ½”   Cut 1

Flower:
 B – 3 ½” x 3 ½”  Cut 4 
 C – 4” x 4”  Cut 4 (will yield 8 triangles)

Background:
 D - 4” x 4”  Cut 4 (will yield 8 triangles)
 E – 3 ½” x 3 ½”  Cut 4 
 F – 3 ½” x 6 1/2”  Cut 4

Assemble: 
Make ½ triangle square:  Place one C square and one D square 
right sides together. Draw diagonal line. Sew scant ¼” seam on 
both sides of diagonal line. See diagram. Cut along diagonal line. 
Open and press, then trim to 3 ½” square.

Repeat with remaining C squares and D squares. 
Sew remaining pieces together following block diagram.

Finished size: 15 ½” x 15 ½” to make 15” quilt block.

November block winner was Mary Nelson. Two Marys in a row!

http://paulaconnell@hotmail.com
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FISCAL YEAR (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020) Operating Results for NWQ      

Northwest Quilters, INC FY 2021 FY 2021
Budget Notes: 

Plus numbers are income to the guild Actual
Negative numbers are losses to the guild 10 31 2020

FY 21 July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Income/-Expense

Committee Name  
Business Members 800.00 720.00
Individual Members 8000.00 7721.50
No Name Tag/Guest Fees/Name Tag Kit 0.00 0.00
Quilt Show Committee 500.00 0.00
Raffle Quilt -2020 2500.00 160.00
Pins, Magazines 50.00 0.00
Vintage Quilt Sales 0.00 0.00
Administration/Board Expenses -5892.66 -1496.63
In Memoriam -250.00 -150.00
Comforting Quilts -6500.00 -133.19
Community Outreach -500.00 -25.74
Library -400.00 0.00
Membership Committee -1000.00 -343.53
Newsletter Committee 1008.12 871.82
Challenge Quilt -50.00 0.00
Retreat Committee 1180.00 -860.00
Sunshine & Shadows -30.00 0.00
Webmaster -567.00 0.00
General & Board Meetings-Rent/Set Up -2655.00 0.00
General Meeting Speaker Fees & Costs -3670.00 -1925.00
Workshops Rent, Fees & Costs -500.00 0.00
Balance Adjustment - Reconciliation Discrepancy 0.00 -8.00
Need Total Cash IN/OUT -7976.54 4531.23

FY2021 Beginning Cash 7/1/2020 47,851.08
FY2021 Current Cash 10/31/2020 48,272.81
Difference (421.73)            

Comforting Quilt Donations 4,688.00          
Remaining Linda Tamlyn Donation** 475.00              
Remaining Quilts of Valor 3,691.01          
Remaining Guthrie Donation** 1,955.36          
Total Grant & Donations 10,809.37        

**Quilt Show Award Ribbon Funds

Approved 
Budget
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NWQ BUSINESS MEMBERS - Fabric Stores and Services     
Blue Heron Quilts
Home based: Fabric, books, patterns, notions
By Appt.
14420 NE ALTON CT 
PORTLAND, OR 97230-3528
503-254-4746
blueheronquilts@aol.com

Boersma’s Sewing Center, Inc
Long Arm Quilting Machines, Sewing Machines, 
Fabrics, and Notions
Mon-Fri 9:00 am – 6:00 pm, Sat 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
203 NE 3rd St, McMinnville, OR 97128-7397
503-472-4611, Toll Free 800-822-7397
jack@boersmas.com
www.boersmas.com

Mill End Store - 2 Locations
No larger display of fabrics in America
Tues - Friday 10-5:00, Sat  9:30 -5:00
millendstoreinfo@gmail.com
Millendstore.com
 
  Portland
  9701 SE McLoughlin Blvd
  Portland, OR  97222 
  503-786-1234

  Beaverton
  4955 SW Western Ave                                                                 
  Beaverton OR  97005
  503-646-3000

New Member
My Quilting Loft
Quilt Shop and Longarm services
253 E Historic Columbia River Highway
Troutdale, OR 97060
971-292-2991
Tues-Fri 10-5, Sat Noon-5 
myquiltingloft.com

Montavilla Sewing Centers - 5 locations
Retail Sewing Machines, Sewing Furniture, Sewing 
Machine Repair, Classes
Mon-Sat 10:00 am-5:00 pm
  Portland
  8326 SE Stark St, Portland OR 97216-0487
  503-254-7317

  Portland Event Center
  2nd floor, Milwaukie Mill End Store
  9701 SE McLoughlin Blvd
  Portland OR 97222
  Special Events Only

  Beaverton in Mill End Store,
  4955 SW Western Ave, Beaverton 97005
  503-646-3000

  Gresham (Closed Sundays)
  971 Kelly Ave, Gresham 97030
  503-661-2102

  Lake Oswego
  429 1st St., Lake Oswego, Portland 97034
  503-635-1353

SAVE Stores - 2 Locations
Bernina, Brother, Baby Lock, Janome, Handi Quilter
and Artistic Sewing Machines
open: Mon-Sat 10:00 to 5:00
844-276-3286
www.savestores.com

  Portland
  6701 SE Foster Rd, Portland, OR 97206
  503-775-7283, Toll Free 844-276-3286
  savestores@gmail.com

  Oregon City (temporarly closed)
  1900 McLoughlin Blvd
  Oregon City, OR
  503-655-4414
  savestoresoc@gmail.com

mailto:blueheronquilts@aol.com
mailto:jack@boersmas.com
http://www.boersmas.com
mailto:millendstoreinfo@gmail.com
http://Millendstore.com
http://www.savestores.com
mailto:savestores@gmail.com
mailto:savestoresoc@gmail.com
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NWQ BUSINESS MEMBERS - Longarm Quilting Providers     

New Member 
Cascading Quilts
Longarm Quilting
By Appointment
Amy Bouchard
13584 SE Snowfire Dr
Happy Valley OR 97086
971-252-8834
cascadingquilts@gmail.com 

Coco’s Quilts
2259 SE Lindenbrook Ct
Milwaukie OR 97222
(503) 888-2258
Longarm Studio and Embroidery
9 am - 7 pm
excellenty@netscape.net
www.cocos-quilts.business.site

Just Quilting - A Modern Longarm Studio
Longarm Quilting M-F 9-5
2738 SE 15th Ave, Portland OR 97202-2206
nancy@justquiltingpdx.com
justquiltingpdx.com

Marie’s Custom Quilting
Longarm Quilter and Teacher
M-Sat 12-6
59 NE 3rd St
Gresham OR 97030
503-481-5117
marieanderson0@hotmail.com
www.mariescustomquilting.com

The Quilt Studio
Longarm Quilting
By Appointment
32059 NE Corral Creek Rd
Newburg, OR 97132
503-554-9208
elisa@the-quilt-studio.com
www.the-quilt-studio.com

mailto:nancy@justquiltingpdx.com
http://justquiltingpdx.com


Northwest Quilters, Inc.
PO Box 82158
Portland, OR 97282

COMFORTING QUILTS
Delivery date December 1st
Mill End Store - 
9701 McLoughlin Blvd., Milwaukie OR
Curb-side table outside at the loading dock

GENERAL MEETING
December 14th, 2020
online 7:00pm, log in at 6:30pm
Virtual Meeting via Google
link emailed to members
 
BOARD MEETING
No Meeting in December 
Contact Denise Gies for questions

STITCH N CHAT
every Thursday at 6:30pm
link found on Members only webpage

NEW MEMBER GATHERING
Saturday, December 19th
online 1:00 -2:00pm 
video conferencing via Zoom
Contact Joyce Swift for questions


